
 
 

 

Minutes 
Reliability Issues Steering Committee 
June 28, 2017 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Eastern 
 
Kristin Iwanechko took attendance and verified a quorum with the following Reliability Issues Steering 
Committee (RISC) members on the phone: Peter Brandien, Terry Bilke, Carol Chinn, Tim Eckel, Daniel 
Froetscher, Brian Evans-Mongeon, Lloyd Linke, Nathan Mitchell, Mark McCulla, Brian Murphy, John 
Pespisa, Chris Root, Herb Schrayshuen, Chris Shepherd, Brian Slocum, and Mike Walker. 
 
Introduction and Chair’s Remarks 
Mr. Brandien welcomed the RISC members and observers and reviewed the agenda. 
 
NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement 
Ms. Iwanechko called attention to the NERC antitrust compliance guidelines and public meeting notice. 
 
Agenda Items 

1. May 19, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
The May 19, 2017, meeting minutes were approved as amended by Ms. Chinn on a motion by Mr. 
Evans-Mongeon and seconded by Ms. Chinn. 

2. FERC Technical Conference Summary 
Mark Lauby provided a summary of the FERC Technical Conference which was held on June 22 
with four panels focused on the state of reliability, international perspectives, emerging issues, 
and cyber security. He noted that the state of reliability panel discussion focused on the State of 
Reliability report, emerging issues such as distributed energy resources and inverters. The second 
panel focused on international perspectives, specifically how to deal with different challenges 
discussed during in the first panel and different regulatory regimes. The third panel mostly focused 
on electromagnetic pulse and how resiliency of the system is changing. The fourth panel 
concentrated on the current state of cyber security, what it looks like in the future, and what data 
is available.  

3. ERO Reliability Risk Priorities Report 

a. Pulse Point Interviews 
Mr. Brandien noted that the RISC conducts pulse point interviews of select individuals in the 
industry as an additional input to the ERO Reliability Risk Priorities Report. These confidential 
interviews help gain further insight into the risks to the bulk power system going forward. To 
date, three interviews have been conducted, with a few more scheduled. Mr. Brandien 
highlighted a few themes from the interviews so far: identifying market gaps, economic 
pressure and not having the resources for essential reliability services, and focusing on 
resiliency. Mr. Brandien will provide a summary of the pulse point interviews during the August 
in-person meeting in Atlanta. 
 
Mr. Root suggested interviewing someone from the telecommunications sector. 
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b. Sub-group Updates 
Mr. Brandien reminded attendees that RISC members split into sub-groups to review the 
statements of risk, descriptors of risk, and recommendations in the risk profiles. Mr. Evans-
Mongeon, Mr. Slocum, and Mr. Shepherd each reviewed the progress of their sub-groups, 
noting that each has met via conference call and is working on revisions to their assigned risk 
profiles. Generally, all groups anticipate mostly minor revisions. Proposed revisions to the risk 
profiles will be submitted to Kristin Iwanechko by August 11 to be incorporated into a full 
redline of the report for review during the August in-person meeting. 
 
Mr. Brandien noted that another sub-group was formed to discuss how to best communicate 
levels of risk in the report and that group would be having their initial call in two days. 

4. 2017 RISC Schedule 
Mr. Brandien reviewed the RISC schedule provided in the agenda package, noting that the August 
in-person meeting has been scheduled for a day and a half on August 30 and 31 at NERC’s 
headquarters in Atlanta, GA, and there will be a tight turnaround to finalize the report between 
the meeting and posting the report for stakeholder comment in September. 

5. Future Meeting Dates 

a. August 30-31, 2017 – in-person meeting (Atlanta, GA) 
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